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MEERESMUSEUM Stralsund
(Last updated: December 2020) The MEERESMUSEUM in Stralsund's
historic city centre is housed in the former St. Catherine's Dominican
Monastery built in 1251. This location is the oldest affiliate of the German
Oceanographic Museum Foundation. The main hall of the church was
subject to extensive renovations from 1972 to 1974, during which a unique
metal frame was installed in the interior. The main hall was divided into
three levels to provide space for the exhibits of the museum.

Until 2023 the MEERESMUSEUM will be modernised on a floor space of
7,500 m². Die Werft - Munich was contracted for exhibition design. The
plans include a new structure for the main foyer, floor-to-ceiling exhibits,
true-to-life models of marine animals and a large aquarium with a coral
reef. The aquariums in the historic vaulted cellar of the monastery will be
restructured to provide visitors again the opportunity to travel through the
warm seas of our planet. Audiences favourites such as Marlene, the
leatherback sea turtle, and the fin whale skeleton suspended from the arch
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of the former choir, will be presented again after the modernisation. The
sea turtles will also continue to fascinate visitors while feeding and
swimming in their 350,000 liter aquarium.
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Reichel Schlaier Architekten in Stuttgart won the European-wide
architectural competition for the modernisation of the MEERESMUSEUM in
2017. The winning design combines a careful approach to the museum's
valuable historical structures with confident new architectural concepts - a
balancing act between monument preservation in this world heritage site
and the demands of a modern museum with a well-developed brand
identity. The focus lies on sustainable building, including the energetic
renovation of the aquariums. Furthermore, many improvements are
planned to make visiting the MEERESMUSEUM even more enjoyable and
to provide accessibility.

The entire modernisation project will cost approx. 40 million euros, with the
German federal government investing 20 million euros and the state of
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Mecklenburg-Vorpommern contributing 20 million euro.

Digital elements of the new exhibitions in the MEERESMUSEUM are
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funded by the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the
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Media with 455,000 euro. The project comprises for example
oceanographic themes on a digital globe and prospects of future
aquariums.
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